Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 106131 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-05 INR-10 L-03 ACDA-12 
NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 SP-02 TRSE-00 DODE-OO NSCE-00 
SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 SIG-03 /064 R 

DRAFTED BY EURAVE/HECOLE 
APPROVED BY EUR/WE/EMROWELL 
DOD/ISA/NWALKER (DRAFT) 

EUR/RPM/JFROEBE/MSTRUTZEL (DRAFT 

054187 260305Z/17 

O R 260128Z APR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION USNATO IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
SECDEF WASHDC 0176 
U SLOS ACLANT NORFOLK VA 
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SUBJECT:PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES MODERNIZATION 

REF: (A) USNATO 4050 DTG 20104Z APR 78, (B) USNATO 4188 
DTG 251 140Z APR 78 

1 . THOUGH WE MAY HAVE TO MAKE BILATERAL APPROACHES REGARD- 
ING FURTHER EQUIPMENT FOR PORTUGAL AND WOULD APPRECIATE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


USNATO UNDERTAKING CORRIDOR WORK (AS SUGGESTED REFTEL A) 
TO STRENGTHEN ALLIANCE BACKING FOR THE AIR SUPPORT PROGRAM 
WE ARE INCLINED FIRST TO PRESS FOR APPROACHES IN CAPITALS 
BY THE PORTUGUESE. (FYI: ANY US BILATERAL APPROACHES WILL 
NEED TO BE CAREFULLY HANDLED TO PRESERVE THE NATO MULTI- 
LATERAL CHARACTER OF THE ASSISTANCE EFFORT. END FYI.) 

2. WE BELIEVE AT APRIL 27 MEETING THE ALLIES SHOULD BE 
REMINDED THAT THE NATO- APPROVED FORCE GOALS FOR PORTUGAL 
GAVE FIRST PRIORITY TO THE AIR TRANSPORTABLE BRIGADE'S 
GROUND EQUIPMENT, SECOND PRIORITY TO THE AIR TRANSPORT 
AND TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT FOR THE BRIGADE, AND THIRD PRIOR- 
ITY TO MODERNIZATION OF NAVAL FORCES. THESE PRIORITIES 
HAVE NOT CHANGED, AND IT SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED THAT 
REVIEW OF PORTUGAL'S REVISED NAVAL MODERNIZATION PLAN DOES 
NOT SIGNAL ANY CHANGE IN PRIORITIES. 

3. WE CONCUR IN SUGGESTION (PARA 3 REFTEL A) OF APPROACH 
TO MUMFORD REQUESTING THAT HE, AFTER CONSULTATION WITH 
THE PORTUGUESE, ANNOUNCE THAT PORTUGUESE AIR FORCE 
MODERNIZATION WILL BE DISCUSSED AT JUNE MEETING OF AD HOC 
COMMITTEE. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE MISSION VIEWS ON USEFULNESS OF ASKING 
DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL PETRIGNANI TO APPROACH ALLIES 
IN EFFORT TO IMPROVE MULTILATERIZATION OF NATO ASSIST- 
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ANCE TO PORTUGAL. VANCE 
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